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For decades, Big Tobacco told the public that it had not been proven that
cigarettes cause any disease or any death.  While arguing this position pub-
licly, here is what was being said behind close doors:

This report asks why aren't these people in the slammer.

"If we admit that smoking is harmful to 'heavy' smokers, do we
not admit that BAT [parent of Imperial Tobacco Limited, now
Imperial Tobacco Canada] has killed a lot of people each year
for a very long time? Moreover, if the evidence we have today
is not significantly different from the evidence we had five
years ago, might it not be argued that we have been 'willfully'
killing our customers for this long period? Aside from the
catastrophic civil damage and governmental regulation which
would flow from such an admission, I foresee serious criminal
liability problems."*

*Tobacco executive J. Kendrick Wells III,
see page 15 of this report.
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